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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 , 8, 24, 31 , 36/24 and 36/31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,594,233 to Kenneth et al. in view of Benson 
et al.. 

With respect to claims 1 and 8, Kenneth et al. teaches a multi-media printer, 16, 
comprising: a print module comprising two or more heads, including one or more heads 
for reading and writing a different type of card, the one or more heads selected from the 
group including a magnetic strip card read/write head, 24, and a smart card connector, 
26, see column 4, lines 16-19; and a single media drive adapted to couple a card 
inserted into the multi-media gaming printer to each of the heads, see column 4, lines 
19-25, and a controller, 35, coupled to the two or more heads and the single media 
drive, the controller adapted to manipulate the inserted card using the capabilities of the 
two or more heads, see column 5, lines 1-44, and a media motion sensor, 22, see 
column 5, lines 54-63. 

Kenneth et al. does not teach that the print module comprises a thermal card 
read/write head comprising a thermal write head and an optical read head. 
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Benson et al. teaches a multi-media printer comprising a print module including 
two or more heads, one of the heads being a thermal card read/write head, comprising 
a thermal write head and an optical read head. See column 3, line 49 - column 4, line 39 
and column 12, lines 43-62. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the invention of Kenneth et al. to include a thermal card 
read/write head, as taught by Benson et al., in order to be able to provide human 
readable information on the card. 

With respect to claims 24 and 31, Kenneth et al. teaches a multi-media printer, 
16, comprising: a print module for manipulating cards comprising different types of 
media, the print module comprising: a first head, 24, for manipulating a first type of card; 
a second head, 26, for manipulating a second type of card, the first type of card and the 
second type of card being different card types; see column 4, lines 16-19, and a single 
media drive adapted to couple a card inserted into the multi-media gaming printer to 
each of the heads, see column 4, lines 19-25, and a controller, 35, for controlling the 
print module, the controller adapted to detect the type of the inserted card using the 
heads, see column 5, lines 1-44, and a media motion sensor, 22, see column 5, lines 
54-63. 

Kenneth et al. does not teach that first head comprises a thermal card read/write 
head comprising a thermal write head and an optical read head. 

Benson et al. teaches a multi-media printer comprising a print module including 
two or more heads, one of the heads being a thermal card read/write head, comprising 
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a thermal write head and an optical read head. See column 3, line 49 - column 4, line 39 
and column 12, lines 43-62. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the invention of Kenneth et al. to include a thermal card 
read/write head, as taught by Benson et al., in order to be able to provide human 
readable information on the card. 

With respect to claims 36/24 and 36/31, Kenneth et al. teaches that the second 
head is selected from the group including a magnetic strip card read/write head, 24, and 
a smart card connector, 26. See column 4, lines 16-19. 

3. Claims 2, 25 and 36/25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kenneth et al. in view of Benson et al., as applied to claims 1 , 8, 24, 
31 , 36/24 and 36/31 above, and further in view of JP 05169762 to Asakawa. 

With respect to claims 2 and 25, Kenneth et al. and Benson et al. teach all that is 
claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 1 , 8, 24, 31 , 36/24 and 36/31 except that the 
single media drive further comprises an articulated media drive adjustable to 
accommodate media with various thicknesses. 

Asakawa teaches an articulated media drive, adjustable to accommodate media 
with various thicknesses. See abstract. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the invention of Kenneth et al. to have the articulated 
media drive of Asakawa in order to be able to process a wider variety of cards. 
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With respect to claim 36/25, Kenneth et al. teaches that the second head is 
selected from the group including a magnetic strip card read/write head, 24, and a smart 
card connector, 26. See column 4, lines 16-19. 

4. Claims 3-5, 26-28, 36/36, 36/27 and 36/28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Kenneth et al. in view of Benson et al., as applied to claims 
1, 8, 24, 31, 36/24 and 36/31 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,882,127 to 
Amano. 

With respect to claims 3-4 and 26-27, Kenneth et al. and Benson et al. teach all 
that is claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 1, 8, 24, 31, 36/24 and 36/31 except 
for a media magazine coupled to the controller and operable to receive and transmit 
media from and to the print module, and a media quantity sensor. 

Amano teaches a printer having a media magazine, 21, coupled to a controller 
and operable to receive and transmit media from and to the print module, and a media 
quantity sensor, 55. See column 11, line 65 - column 12, line 16 and column 15, lines 
54-58. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the invention of Kenneth et al. to have the media 
magazine and quantity sensor of Amano in order to deliver media to the printer in a 
controlled manner. 

With respect to claims 5 and 28, Kenneth et al. teaches a read/write media 
information memory. See column 5, lines 8-1 1 . 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use the memory of Kenneth et al. with the media magazine structure 
taught by Amano in order to have better control over the media feeding process. 

With respect to claims 36/26, 36/27 and 36/28, Kenneth et al. teaches that the 
second head is selected from the group including a magnetic strip card read/write head, 
24, and a smart card connector, 26. See column 4, lines 16-19. 

5. Claims 10, 33 and 36/33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kenneth et al. in view of Benson et al., as applied to claims 1, 8, 24, 
31, 36/24 and 36/31 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,364,550 to 
Petteruti. 

With respect to claims 10 and 33, Kenneth et al. and Benson et al. teach all that 
is claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 1 , 8, 24, 31 , 36/24 and 36/31 except for 
an external communication port. 

Petteruti teaches a printer having an external communication port, 110. See 
column 4, line 63 - column 5, line 23. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the invention of Kenneth et al. to have the external 
communication port of Petteruti to be able to more readily communicate between the 
printer and another external device. 
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With respect to claim 36/33, Kenneth et al. teaches that the second head is 
selected from the group including a magnetic strip card read/write head, 24, and a smart 
card connector, 26. See column 4, lines 16-19. 

6. Claims 12-13, 34-35, 36/34 and 36/35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kenneth et al. in view of Benson et al., as applied to claims 1, 
8, 24, 31, 36/24 and 36/31 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,104,311 to 
Lastinger. 

With respect to claims 12 and 34, Kenneth et al. and Benson et al. teach all that 
is claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 1 , 8, 24, 31 , 36/24 and 36/31 except for a 
capacitance security feature head adapted to read a capacitor structure in the inserted 
card, the capacitor structure comprising conductive inks. 

Lastinger teaches a capacitance security feature head, 32, adapted to read a 
capacitor structure in an inserted card, see column 8, lines 23-51 , the capacitor 
structure comprising conductive inks. See column 8, lines 2-7. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the invention of Kenneth et al. to have the capacity 
security feature head of Lastinger in order to be better able to identify the status of the 
card when it is inserted in the printer. 

With respect to claims 13 and 35, Kenneth et al. and Benson et al. teach all that 
is claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 1 , 8, 24, 31 , 36/24 and 36/31 except for a 
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radio frequency sensor security feature head adapted to read radio waves generated by 
radio frequency resonators embedded in the inserted card. 

Lastinger teaches a radio frequency sensor security feature head, 32,adapted to 
read radio waves generated by radio frequency resonators embedded in the inserted 
card. See column 8, lines 23-51. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the invention of Kenneth et al. to have the radio 
frequency sensor security feature head of Lastinger in order to be better able to identify 
the status of the card when it is inserted in the printer. 

With respect to claims 36/34 and 36/35, Kenneth et al. teaches that the second 
head is selected from the group including a magnetic strip card read/write head, 24, and 
a smart card connector, 26. See column 4, lines 16-19. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 6, 9, 29, 32, 36/29 and 36/32 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

8. In response to applicant's argument that the prior art does not disclose a thermal 
card read/write head for writing to thermally reactive material, a recitation of the 
intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the 
claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the 
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intended use, then it meets the claim. Although the print media disclosed by the prior art 
reference does not appear to be thermally reactive material, it would appear that the 
disclosed apparatus is capable of printing on any printing medium, and therefore 
capable of performing the intended use disclosed in the amended claim language. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 4,168,845 to Oeda et al. discloses a thermal 
write head for writing to thermally reactive material. It should be noted that this 
technology is well known in the art and would not, by itself, constitute a patentable 
distinction for an apparatus. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill E. Culler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2159. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 


